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---------------Find the documentation of the event below-----------------

Linking Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) targets with Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and biodiversity targets through 
Sustainable Land Management 

Enhancing soil health and soil organic carbon (SOC) stocks through climate-sensitive sustainable land management and land restoration is a central 
leverage for climate change mitigation and adaptation, food security and biodiversity conservation. Integration of Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) 
targets into Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs) may unlock resources to 
achieve LDN targets, raise the ambition of NDCs in the land use sector and ensure the inclusion of soil health in the post-2020 biodiversity agenda. 
The panel discussion will focus on how to strengthen apparent synergies between the Rio Conventions at a political level and aims to contribute to the 
alignment of national SOC-related planning processes to save resources and boost action.

Aim:                Maximize synergies by creating coherence between the Rio target systems

Form:              Panel Discussion

When:             17 May 2022

12:30 pm to 14 pm (GMT)

14:30 pm to 16 pm (CEST)

Where:            Rio Pavilion at UNCCD COP15, Abidjan, and via a Virtual Conference Platform (Microsoft Teams)

Keynotes and introduction by:

Liesl Wiese-Rozanov (Independent consultant)

https://unccd-cop15.org/accueil
https://wiki.afris.org/site/4p1000
https://www.eld-initiative.org/
https://www.giz.de/projektdaten/projects.action?request_locale=de_DE&pn=202021442
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/2022-02/COP15_EN_H_Color_0.svg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Oaun9kXRnQ


Alisher Mirzabaev (University of Bonn) together with Executive Director, Strategy and Policy Council (SPC), Office of Ildephonse Musafiri, 
the President, Rwanda
Leigh Winowiecki Coalition for Soil Health under implementation (CASH)

Panelists:

Miriam Medel García, Chief of External Relations, Policy and Advocacy UNCCD Secretariat
Motsomi Maletjane, Team lead in the Adaptation Division UNFCCC Secretariat
Jamal Annagylyjova(tbc.), Forest Restoration Officer, UN Convention on Biological Diversity (UNCBD) 
Martina Fleckenstein, Global Policy Manager, Food Practice WWF International
Ildephonse Musafiri, Executive Director, Strategy and Policy Council (SPC), Office of the President, Rwanda

 

Preliminary agenda:

Time Agenda Actor(s)

12.30-12.40 Opening of the panel and setting the scene: Introduction to NDCs, LDNs, DBD goals  Liesl Wiese-Rozanov PhD (independent consultant)

12.40-12:55 Keynote (Introduction to the ELD study on the alignment of the Rio Conventions in 
Ruanda

Alisher Mirzabaev PhD (University of Bonn) &

Ildephonse Musafiri PhD (Office of the President, 
Ruanda)

12:55-13:00 Keynote (technical level: Contribution of SLM practices to the conventions’ targets) Leigh Winowickie PhD (ICRAF/CA4SH)

13:00-13.45 Panel discussion All panellists

13:45-13:55 Questions from the audience everybody

13.550-
14.00

Wrap up and closing Liesl Wiese-Rozanov

Please register your participation here:

[This is an Easy Form that is rendered when this page is viewed in a web browser. The Easy Form has the title: Registration_sideevent]

Moderation:

Liesl Wiese (Independent consultant)

Liesl works as an independent international consultant in agricultural science and policy, based in South 
Africa. With a PhD in soil science, her technical focus is on sustainable soil and land management and 
soil organic carbon to improve soil health, support sustainable food production, build agricultural 
resilience to climate change, and achieve relevant Sustainable Development Goals. Liesl spent the first 
10 years of her career as soil science researcher at the South African Agricultural Research Council, 
focusing on land degradation and soil organic carbon assessment. Her consulting career started with 2 
years (2016-2017) as member of the FAO Global Soil Partnership Secretariat in Rome, Italy, where she 
supported activities under the African and Eurasian Soil Partnerships. Working independently since 
2018, Liesl has developed particular interest in connecting people and ideas to leverage synergies and 
simplify solutions across institutions and Conventions to support increased sustainable land management 
and soil health at scale. 

Keynotes:

Leigh-Ann Winowickie (ICRAF
/CA4SH)

Dr Leigh Ann Winowiecki is the CIFOR-ICRAF Soil and Land Health Global Research Lead. A soil 
scientist, her research focuses on scaling farmer-centered landscape restoration and understanding soil 
organic carbon dynamics. She is based in Nairobi, Kenya. Since 2009 she has co-developed and 
implemented the Land Degradation Surveillance Framework (LDSF) in over 40 countries to assess 
ecosystem health. She has published widely on soil organic carbon, ecosystem services and land 
degradation across sub-Saharan Africa and the tropics, including a coherent set of open access 
datasets. She co-leads the Coalition of Action 4 Soil Health (CA4SH) from the UNFSS, which aims to 
catalyze investments in soil health for human well-being and climate.

http://lieslwiese.co.za
https://www.cifor-icraf.org/research/theme/soil-and-land-health/
http://landscapeportal.org/blog/2015/03/25/the-land-degradation-surveillance-framework-ldsf/
https://foodsystems.community/coalitions/coalition-of-action-4-soil-health-ca4sh-2/


Alisher Mirzabaev (University of 
Bonn)

Alisher Mirzabaev is an Acting Professor of Production Economics at Institute of Food and Resource 
Economics (ILR), University of Bonn. Before joining ILR, he was a senior researcher at the Center for 
Development Research (ZEF), University of Bonn. Before that, he worked as an economist with the 
International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA). Dr. Mirzabaev was a 
Coordinating Lead Author of the Chapter on Desertification of the IPCC Special Report on Climate 
Change and Land. He was a lead researcher in several international projects with both global and 
regional focus on Africa and Asia. He has a PhD Degree and professorial Habilitation in Agricultural 
Economics from the University of Bonn. His research interests include economics of land degradation 
and ecosystem restoration, climate change impacts and adaptation, and water-energy-food security 
nexus.

Ildephonse Musafiri (President's 
office, Ruanda)

Ildephonse Musafiri is a senior economist with more than 17 years of proven experience. Currently, he 
works as Executive Director of the Strategy and Policy Council (SPC) in the Office of the President. He 
also serves as Board Director of the National Bank of Rwanda (BNR) since April 2018. In addition,  is an 
Honorary Senior Lecturer at the University of Rwanda, College of Business and Economics, where he 
previously served as Lecturer and Head of the Economics Department. His research focuses on 
development economics and policy, particularly the analysis of poverty and inequality, economic growth, 
agricultural and food policy, climate change and environmental sustainability. Earlier in his career, he 
worked for World Vision Rwanda as a Community Capacity Strengthening Officer. Dr Musafiri earned his 
Ph.D. in agricultural economics from the University of Bonn (Germany) and an M.Sc. in applied 
economics from the University of Rwanda. He is fluent in English, French, and Kinyarwanda, and has a 
working knowledge of German.

Panellists:

Miriam Medel García (UNCCD)



Ms. Miriam Medel Garcia is the Chief of External Relations, Policy and Advocacy at the UNCCD 
Secretariat, with more than 20 years of experience in the fields of diplomacy, international relations, 
multilateralism and sustainable development. Prior to joining the UNCCD last October, she served at the 
UNFCCC Secretariat, as Special Assistant to the Executive Secretary. Previously, she was the Political 
Attaché of Mexico to Germany and has held several positions as a Mexican diplomat and multilateral 
negotiator, where she acquired vast experience developing successful partnerships for sustainability 
action at the most senior bilateral and multilateral international levels.  She holds a master’s degree in 
International Affairs from Carleton University in Canada and a bachelor’s in International Relations from 
the Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico, where she has also taught and researched in the areas 
of multilateralism and international cooperation for development.

Motsomi Maletjane (UNFCCC)

Motsomi leads the LDC Expert Group (LEG) and National Adaptation Plans (NAPs) Unit of the UNFCCC 
secretariat, responsible for overall support to the least developed countries and the formulation and 
implementation of NAPs. He is also leading the Adaptation Committee Unit, responsible for supporting 
the committee’s work in promoting the implementation of enhanced action on adaptation in a coherent 
manner under the Convention and the Paris Agreement. Motsomi coordinates UNFCCC secretariat’s 
engagement in the UN Food Systems Summit follow up activities including through the Climate Resilient 
Food Systems Alliance. He engages in various international processes and networks including the UN 
wide support to the LDCs and landlocked developing countries; and the United for Smart Sustainable 
Cities (U4SSC) initiative. Prior to joining the secretariat, Motsomi worked for the Government of Lesotho 
with leadership roles in climate change policy and implementation.

Jamal Annagylyjova (UNCBD)

Dr Jamal Annagylyjova is a staff of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity where she 
leads the programme on terrestrial ecosystems and restoration. She started as a researcher in the 
National Institute of Deserts, Flora and Fauna of Turkmenistan where she spent nearly 10 years on 
applied research of dryland ecosystems combined with the development activities with GIZ, FAO, UNDP 
and other agencies. Since 2007, at the multi-country Secrtariat of the Central Asian Countries Initiative 
for Land Management led by Asian Development Bank Jamal monitored portfolio of 11 national and 
regional projects. During 2011-2021, Ms. Annagylyjova is the Regional Coordinator for Central and 
Eastern Europe in the Secretariat of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification where she 
supports more than twenty countries in intergovernmental negotiations.

She is an author of several publications related to land degradation, desert ecology and water resources 
in Turkmenistan and Central Asia.  Jamal holds a Doctoral degree in Physical Geography from University 
of Cologne.



Martina Fleckenstein (WWF)

Martina Fleckenstein is the Global Policy Manager of the Food Practice for WWF International. Martina 
has over 25 years of experience in national and international environment and development policies, 
based on a board knowledge on implementation of agriculture and sustainable food production projects 
in different geographies.
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