
Scaling Agroecology through 
Videos for Farmers



Unsustainable food systems

• Industrial farming based on agrochemicals pollutes water, soil and air 
• Reduces biodiversity at gene, organism and ecosystem level
• Destroys soil micro-organisms and soil structure, rendering soils 

unproductive and prone to erosion
• Highly dependent on fossil fuels and a net emitter of greenhouse gases

This is jeopardizing future food production and creating public health 
hazards (zoonotic diseases, antibiotic resistance, Parkinson's disease, 
ADHD and cancer)
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This is jeopardizing future food production and …
creating public health hazards, such as zoonotic diseases, antibiotic 
resistance, Parkinson's disease, ADHD and cancer (HLPE, UNEP, 2021)



To turn the negative impact of agriculture on our climate, environment 
and human health into a positive one, we need to urgently invest in an
agriculture that works with nature, not against it. 

We need transformative action at a scale never seen before!



Interventions that enable people to understand and connect with 
nature would not only improve our health and well-being, 
but also help empower citizens to make informed choices 
and demand transformative change.

Dasgupta review, 2021



Challenges

✘ Ecological knowledge is complex and hard to share
✘ To address climate change farmers and consumers need new knowledge
✘ Only a limited number of people are reached by face-to-face extension
✘ Youth and women have limited access to land, finance and knowledge
✘ Limited mobility of trainers and increased food insecurity due to Covid



Access Agriculture :
Training local partners in video production and translation







 The Access Agriculture video platform with interface in 6 world languages
 Hosts over 220 training videos in 90 languages, continuously updated
 Covers a wide range of topics from crops, livestock, to soil and water 

management, VSLA, climate change adaptation, post-harvest, business skills, …
 Since 2018 farmers are largest professional group registering through mobile



The Access Agriculture app
Farmers can re-watch videos, 

share and learn at their own pace 



The Digisoft smart projector has the 
entire Access Agriculture video library
offline and can be powered by solar.



Access Agriculture identifies, equips and coaches 
young entrepreneurs to make a business from 
bringing videos to farmers using the smart projector



Access Agriculture partners with multiple digital service providers for impact at scale



Scale

 Over the past decade, Access Agriculture has served over 5,000 organisations, 
including extension services, farmer organisations, TV and radio stations.

 Through its network, Access Agriculture has reached over 90 million people 
with its videos, contributing to improved food security and food safety.



Access Agriculture 
survey 2021

Q: How have videos impacted farmers? 

10% 30% 50%10% 30% 50%

Better yield

Improved pest management

Better produce

Better soil

Appreciate local knowledge

Sought more information

Better food & nutrition

Improved  group formation

Grew new crop

Diversified farm

Involved youth

Used less chemicals

Higher income

Empower women





On the social media video platform EcoAgtube, “project” managers can:
• Group all videos related to a project 
• Designate others to upload videos within the project
• Manage their own project’s viewer analytics.



 Promote our resources and tools to your networks
 Invest in video translations in local languages to 

enhance social inclusion
 Equip partners with smart projectors to strengthen

resilience in food systems
 Invest in Entrepreneurs for Rural Access to build digital 

skills and create rural employment
 Use EcoAgtube as a social platform to share experiences

and innovations South-South-North



www.accessagriculture.org

www.ecoagtube.org

Dr. Paul Van Mele paul@accessagriculture.org

http://www.accessagriculture.org/
http://www.ecoagtube.org/
mailto:paul@accessagriculture.org
https://www.accessagriculture.org/access-agriculture-wins-international-innovation-award-sustainable-food-and-agriculture-0
https://www.accessagriculture.org/Arrell-Award
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