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 Is your soil acidic? Is your soil alkaline?

Step 1 Step 2 Step 1 Step 2

Put some of your soil in a 
cup and add some water. 

Mix it into a paste.

Add baking soda. If the 
mixture fizzes, forms 
bubbles or foams your soil 

Put some of your soil in a 
cup and add some water. 

Mix it into a paste.

Add vinegar. If the mixture 
fizzes, forms bubbles or 
foams your soil is alkaline.
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  Soil 
pH expresses the 

activity of the hydrogen 
ions in the soil solution.

This tells you whether your 
soil is ACIDIC, NEUTRAL or 

ALKALINE. Soil pH is an 
Important parameter that 
influences different soil 
factors, affecting plant 

growth

As you can 
see here, soil pH 

affects the availability of 
mineral nutrients to plants as 

well as many soil processes. 
This diagram shows you at
which pH these nutrients are 

available for plant
uptake

Did 
you know that 

most plants thrive 
in a slightly acidic 

to neutral pH – 
between 6.0

and 7.0 ?

Let’s USE 
thEsE Simple methods from our 

Testing Methods Manual to check if 
your soil is acidic or alkaline
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Soil Doctors

Global Programme 

A farmer-to-farmer

training programme

M
AN

U
AL

Manganese

Boron

Molybdenum

Copper and Zinc

Aluminium

Nitrogen

Phosphorous

Potassium

Sulfur

Calcium

Magnesium

Iron

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
HIGHLY ACIDIC SOIL pH HIGHLY ALKALINE

12a


