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Café Dos Contos - Agroforestry Coffee

Description: Café dos Contos is a specialty and agroforestry coffee brand located in Serra da
Mantiqueira (Brazil), one of the most important coffee producers globally. Its main differential is
its productive design. In addition to coffee, it also combines macadamia nuts Australian red
cedar, inga native specie in Brazil rainforest and banana tree, ensuring biodiversity and
positive increase in environmental indicators. Café dos Contos is also as agroforestry research
field in the region in partnership with local University. In 2019 Café dos Contos was granted
the New Agribusiness Award given by Santander Bank to smallholder farmers with an
outstanding project on Sustainability. Is was also showcased in World Congress on
Agroforestry. Cafe dos Contos has a partnership with WWF and local NGOs to plant new
forests and increase the area of conservation in the property and in the region.
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OUR GOALS o

e To produce high quality coffee
grains

* To regenerate natural ecosystems
 To inspire and disseminate

regenerative practices in coffee
production
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» Scientific Research carried out by
IFSUL — Agronomy Federal

University i@l CAMPO DE PESQU
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* |Initial focus: biology life in soil,
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To be shown in the Event
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Thriving climate change in Mantiqueira, Brazil. Coffee agroforestry design
for soil and crop resilience in slope zones

Ziantoni V." (ziantoni.valter@gmail.com), Costa P.?, Araujo P.?, da Mota M.*

" Agroforestry, PRETATERRA, Timburi, SP, Brazil, > Agroforestry, PRETATERRA, Sao Paulo, SP, Brazil,
3Communication, Fazenda da Toca, ltirapina, SP, Brazil; * Research, Café dos Contos, Monte Sido, MG,
Brazil

Mantiqueira region, Brazil is under desertification process, facing droughts and soil degra-
dation. Regenerative models, considering soil conservation are needed to thrive under harsh
conditions while diminishing chemical fertilizers. An agroforestry system was designed, maxi-
mizing soil infiltration and improving coffee resilience on slope zones in Monte Sido. Final
model and costs are shown in table 1. For soil conservation, aggregation and retention, an
ancestor method based on Anthropogenic Dark Earth (TPI) was used, based on charcoal and
sawdust deposition. N, fixer species were selected for alley green manure. Species selection
and arrangement considered succession, stratification, shade, architecture, permeability, li-

fecycle and root depth. Components are: M. integrifolia, C. arabica, T. ciliata, Musa sp, and /.
vera. Seed-mixture for alley enrichment is: U. brizantha, C. cajan, H. annus, P. glaucum and
C. spectabilis. Soil management and mulching used a mix for fertilizing purposes, charcoal
residues for raising soil CEC, coffee husks + poultry manure (10% N) and eucalyptus sawdust

for soil covering. Design attributes were systematized. With a cost of USD 6,316, the first 1
hectare was implemented in Dec, 2018 in the Farm “Café dos Contos”. Integrated systems

diversify revenues. A replicable agroforestry model for Mantiqueira coffee-based agriculture
will drastically improve soil conservation and crop resilience, while building a new sustainable
productive paradigm.

Table 1. Complete information of (a) design, (b) table of quantities and (c) general costs.

Keywords: Shade-grown coffee, Terra Preta de Indio, desertification, Anthropogenic Dark
Earth, Soil conservation.
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SOUL

If Mother Earth could

speak our language,
what would she say to

us?




SOCIETY

Café dos Contos: an
open space to sharing
learnings and to practice
environmental education










Criando Oportunidades

BRASIL

Member of
International Women's
Coffee Alliance (IWCA) -

(Brazilian Chapter)
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