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Introduction

The earth is the lifeline of all our
activities, be it agriculture,
industrialisation, etc…

We tend to ignore the simplicity of
nature, even when nature is a
fundamental asset to our everyday life

Let us not develop at the expense of
the earth



Introduction continued

Restoring of the ecosystem is
fundamental to achieving the
sustainable development goals.

But what would incentivise
people, mainly the rural
communities to start restoring the
ecosystem.

The answer to this is not a one-
man show, it is a collective action.



Introduction continued

People need to survive and flourish at all
costs and will always use the weaker link,
which unfortunately is the ecosystem and
biodiversity.

Restoring 2.4m ha of degraded cropland will
increase maize production by 1.55million
tons per year representing 40% increase.
This would in turn feed close to 5million
people



Current Situation

Malawi loses 29tns of soil per hector to
erosion.

From 2001 to 2020 Malawi lost 193kha of tree
cover, equivalent to 13% decrease in tree cover
translating to 76.7metric tons of carbon dioxide
emission.



Current situation

The natural resource assets are being
liquidated at a faster rate than being re-
invested to meet immediate and future
livelihood.

Livelihoods of rural communities are being
compromised resulting into abject poverty
which they cannot easily come out

This means that the future generations will
not be able to fend for themselves in terms of
forest nutrients and livelihood.



Current situation

The current legal framework mainly focuses
on natural resources management and not on
restoration.

At the same time implementation of the
existing policies remains a barrier due to
capacity issues

Despite the economic benefits, that nature
brings to the society, the policy makers are in a
dilemma of where to invest more. The easiest
is to choose the short term benefits
investments rather than the long term.



Drivers of Degradation of Ecosystems

1. Rising population which exerts pressure on
ecosystems

2. Expansion of agriculture into marginal areas,
forest and wetlands

3. Unsustainable natural resource extraction
mainly for household use.

In 2016 charcoal revenue was estimated at
US$66 million employing about 235,000 rural
population mainly for urban consumption.



Window of Hope
Rural communities are motivated to

restore ecosystems for a variety of
reasons such as improving soil fertility,
reduce soil erosion and siltation of
waterways.

They do acknowledge however, that
the major barrier is the alternative
means of livelihood during off-farming
period.



Window of Hope

At Simpson Foundation we believe
that we are duty bound to prevent,
halt and reverse this trend.

We believe that the target for now
should be:
Education system mainly the lower

classes.
 The rural farmer by providing

incentives to take care of nature through
functional nature value chain.
Out of school rural youth as the current

and future users of natural resources
Development partners
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Save and Grow

No meaningful Sustainable
Development can be achieved if we do
not save the ecosystems from continued
degradation

Remember

“Mother earth can survive without
human beings, but human beings cannot
survive without mother nature”.

Save it

It is no longer an option, it is real!
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